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Wow - Can you believe it is less than one month until Christmas. 

I would like to thank everybody for your patience throughout the upgrades to the Hostel during this year. 

It has been a very busy time, updating the brick-work walls with plastering and painting, new carpet 

throughout, new soft furnishings and drapery in each wing’s lounge areas, Complete makeover of the 

Glyn Cashin Hall & the Dining rooms - with new servery, dining tables, chairs and Restaurant tableware 

for our new Dining with friends and family Experience, 

Last month I had the pleasure of a attending the Leading Aged Care Services (LASA) Congress in Adelaide 

with fellow management staff Joanne Cross and Catherine Potter and two Directors from the Board of 

Governance Julie Dunn and Peter Greenberger. The LASA National Congress is Australia’s biggest age  

services industry event attended by leaders and decision makers across Australia’s aged services industry. 

It was a great opportunity to meet with industry players and listen to key speakers discuss innovative  

ideas for care delivery and new approaches to care models that will ensure we are ready for a Better  

Ageing Future. 

Over the next three to four years we will be working towards the objectives set out in our Strategic Plan, 

which is all about lifestyle, living, enjoying life.  I challenge and encourage the entire community to get 

involved.  Lets all work together to make Eventide Homes “A Great Place to Live”. 

Come along to a public session to be held on Wednesday, January 22nd, 2020 to find out how?    

Hope to see you all there. 

I wish you all a very Merry Xmas and a safe and  

relaxing holiday season. 

 

 

Welcome to the Summer issue of ‘Eventidings’ 

Sue Blakey  

Chief Executive Officer 

Right: CEO Sue Blakey with AGM Guest Speaker  

Troy Cole  - General Manager, Stawell Gold Mines. 



‘What’s happening around 

the traps’ 

 

  

Friday 6th December 
Pub Luncheon 
12.00pm - Glyn Cashin Hall 

 

Thursday 12th December 
St. Patrick’s Primary School Choir 
2.00pm - Glyn Cashin Hall 

 

Friday 13th December 
Warne House Christmas BBQ  
12.00PM - Warne House 

Stawell Biz Christmas Street Parade 

 

Tuesday 17th December 
Carols By Candlelight 
TBC - Glyn Cashin Hall  

 

Wednesday 18th December 
Hostel Christmas Party Luncheon 

12.00pm - Dining Room 

Eventide Choir Performance  
2.00pm - Dining Room 
 

Thursday 19th December 
Stawell Brass Band 
6.30pm - Glyn Cashin Hall  

 

Wednesday 25th December 

Christmas Day Lunch 

12.00pm - Dining Room  
 

Wednesday 22nd January 
Strategic Plan Launch &  
Building Works Information Session  
1.30pm - Glyn Cashin Hall  

DIARY 

DATES Our Board of Directors have been working along side  

management to update Eventide Home’s Strategic Plan.  

Put simply, a strategic plan is the top three or four things 

that the board and management have planned to aspire to in 

the next 3 or 4 years.  

The new Strategic Plan will be launched at a Public  

Information Session and will incorporate a presentation on 

proposed Capital Works from our Architect Mr Darragh 

O’Brien. This will be held on Wednesday 22nd January, 2020. 

The Eventide Homes ‘Good Sports’ Calendar was recently 

launched at our Annual General Meeting and copies are 

available for  purchase from the front reception at a cost of 

$15.00. They make a wonderful Christmas present. 

Eventide Homes are once again joining in the fun for this 

years STAWELLBIZ Christmas Street Parade.   

We encourage and welcome interested Independent Living 

Unit residents, staff and volunteers to come along and join in 

the fun and walk with us in the parade. 

If you are interested in this event please contact  

Rebecca Farrell on 5358 2027 or leave your name and  

contact number at Eventide Homes reception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We welcome Personal Care Workers Nicole Niblett,  

and Sophie Hall to the Eventide Team and look forward to 

working with you all. 

Board of Governance Chair Julie Dunn leading the Eventide 

Homes entourage during last years Christmas Street Parade. 



Eventide Homes attend LASA National Conference 

 

Eventide Executive and Directors from the Board of  

Governance recently attended the LASA (Leading Aged 

Care Services Australia) National Congress held in  

Adelaide.  

The LASA National Congress is the largest aged services  

event in the southern hemisphere and was once again  

well attended by many aged care service providers. 

CEO Sue Blakey presented on "Preparing our Aged  

Care workforce for the future - Putting the New Work  

Mindset into action". 

 

Pictured Left:  Julie Dunn, Cathy Potter, Peter  Greenberger,  

Joanne Cross & Jenny Greenberger at this years LASA conference. 

Pictured Above from left:  Julie Dunn, Carmel Corsetti  (Australian 

Government, Department of Health), Kathleen Baker, Sue Blakey, 

Sharyn McIlwain (LASA State Manager-VIC/TAS),  Shane Thomas 

(Department of Health)  during a visit from LASA earlier this year. 

‘Eventide Homes 65th Annual General Meeting’ 

Eventide Homes recently held their 65th Annual General Meeting. 
The meeting was well attended by residents, volunteers, staff and members of the community. 

The meeting commenced with a welcome address by Chief Executive Officer Sue Blakey, followed by  

Diane Stewart singing our National Anthem with our very own Eventide choir, in which they performed 

to perfection. Our Board of Governance Chair Mrs Julie Dunn conducted proceedings for the evening. 

Staff Awards were presented to Colleen Parry, Jennifer Purchase, Libby Redford, Jennifer Cooper,  

Sheryl Friend, Colleen Hope, Leanne Nuske and Beverley Holmes. Certificates of Appreciation Awards 

were presented to volunteers Carmel Conway, Ted Broda, Christine Johnston, Dorothy Williams and  

Lorraine Williams. This year our guests were also pleased to hear guest speaker Troy Cole speak about 

his experience as General Manager of Stawell Gold Mines. 

Left: Eventide Choir and 

Singing teacher Di Stewart  

led the crowd into the  

National  Anthem. 

 

Right: Troy Cole - Manager 

at Stawell Gold Mines was 

guest speaker at the 65th 

Annual General Meeting. 



 

Each newsletter edition we introduce you to 

one of the many brilliant staff and volunteer 

members we have at Eventide Homes.  

There are a broad range of roles across the  

organisation and every volunteer and staff 

member does an amazing job. 

 

This edition we meet  Eventide Homes Board of 

Governance Chair Julie Dunn. 
Julie was born in Melbourne and completed her 

schooling there, finishing with a Teaching Certificate 

for Secondary schools in Home Economics.  

Soon after Julie also completed a Bachelor of  

Applied Science. 

Julie started work as a teacher of Home Economics 

at Stawell High School in 1972, and saw the  

changes through the amalgamation with the  

Stawell Technical School, then the move back to  

the present site as Stawell Secondary College. 

Julie was Acting Principal for 18 months in  

2005 - 2006, and also worked at the Regional  

Office for a year or so before retiring from  

teaching in 2008 to be a “lady of leisure”. 

Over the years Julie has met many families and 

worked with wonderful young people as they moved 

through school and into the work force and now  

enjoys seeing them with their own young growing 

families, going through similar dilemmas as their  

parents, building and supporting our community. 

Julie currently works as a volunteer for Eventide 

Homes, as a member of the Board of Directors, 

working along side six other volunteer Directors to 

ensure Eventide Homes is functioning and growing 

well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am grateful that earlier  

community members of Stawell  

started Eventide Homes  

and have continued to work  

together over the years  

to build such a caring facility  

for older people” 

 

The Board of Governance oversee the work  

completed by Sue, Joanne and Cathy and the many 

other members of the fabulous team who  

aspire to provide premium, stimulating and  

innovative lifestyle support and choice for all our 

residents.  

This involves monthly meetings of the Board, as well 

as committee meetings for Financial, Clinical,  

Development and Governance.  

Julie attends the continuous improvement meetings 

with other staff and enjoys collaborating with staff 

and residents to improve the lives and enjoyment of 

our current and future residents. 

Volunteer Profile 

Julie Dunn 

Board of Governance - Chair 



What happens when you bring a group of young children or students to mix with older residents?  

Reading, painting, playing games, chatting and laughing are just a few ways they spend the time together. 

Intergenerational visits from local school and kindergarten students have allowed residents to pass on 

their knowledge and interact with young children in a meaningful way. As a result, they feel an improved 

sense of life meaning and enhanced self-worth.  

These visits also give children the opportunity to learn from and connect with an older generation,  

improve children’s behaviour and attitude towards older people, and enhance the overall well-being of 

both young and old participants.  

 

‘Intergenerational Program’ 

 Above: Beryl Bassindale enjoying a game of 

cards with a Stawell Primary Student. 

Right: Stawell Primary Students Freya &  

Sienna preparing the Christmas Banner with 

with Edith Kerr. 

‘Creative Sewing Classes’  

Sewing Classes were only introduced to our Leisure and Lifestyle Program earlier this year and are  

proving to be a real hit with residents. The quilting classes have been held weekly thanks to Sewing  

Instructor Lola Petschauer. Lola volunteers her time to share her amazing quilting knowledge with  

residents. Resident Sharon Milley loves the classes and has just completed a beautiful patchwork quilt 

and has already started on a new project. 

Below left: Sharyn Milley proudly displaying the quilt she has  

created during quilting classes.  

Right:  

Lola with the beautiful 

hanging patchwork that 

she kindly donated to 

Eventide Homes.  

The quilt adorns a wall 

in the Warne House  

Sun Lounge. 



Melbourne Cup winners Geoff and Sue Corrigan, half owners of Vow and Declare, have honoured the 

memory of Geoff’s father and two close friends by donating $50,000 to Dementia Australia. 

Mr Corrigan, the former Member for Camden in the NSW Parliament (2003-2011), said we 

wanted to give back to Dementia Australia to support people impacted and help to raise 

awareness in the community about dementia. 

“My dad, Bill Corrigan had Alzheimer's disease for the final six years of his life and Sue and I 

were very affected by the terrible impact it had on him,” Mr Corrigan said. 

“Dad couldn't remember us and it was terrible to see this 

beautiful man deteriorate the way he did.  

“I wouldn't wish dementia on my worst enemy. 

"Another friend Grant McBride, the former Member for 

the Entrance in the NSW Parliament died last year with 

dementia after retiring in 2011. 

“Grant was the Minister for Gaming and Racing and he 

and I had a charity harness race at Harold Park in 2006. 

“I had lunch with Grant a few months before his death  

and was shocked at how quickly he'd deteriorated.  

"And on the Friday before The Cup Sue and I attended  

the funeral of Kim Caines a long-time friend in  

Camden. “Her death affected us, probably more than  

dad and Grant as it happened so quickly.  

She was our age." 

Dementia Australia Acting CEO, Anthony Boffa said Geoff 

and Sue Corrigan’s donation was a beautiful tribute to 

Geoff’s father and their close friends Grant and Kim. 

“I commend Geoff and Sue for their generosity and  

commitment to making a difference to the lives of people 

living with dementia, their families and carers,” Mr Boffa 

said. 

“It is so important for people impacted by dementia in 

our community to share their own experiences and help 

others to know they are not alone. 

“If this story does prompt any concerns or questions for people they are very welcome  

to call the National Dementia Australia Helpline on 1800 100 500 for support,  

information or just for a chat.”  

Credit: https://www.agedcareonline.com.au/2019/11/Melbourne-Cup-Winners-Give-to-Dementia 

 

‘Melbourne Cup Winners Give to Dementia’ 

 

Above: Vow & Declare winning the 

2019 Melbourne Cup. 

 

Below: Melbourne Cup 2019 winner 

Vow and Declare with Anthony Boffa, 

Acting CEO Dementia Australia with 

Geoff Corrigan, half owner of Vow and 

Declare. 



There is always something happening  

at Eventide Homes 
‘Out & About’ 

Clem Palmer at the Pomonal Flower Show Carmel O’Callaghan enjoying the blooms   

John Jeffrey & Fifi Sylvia Cope & Fifi 

A ‘Bonsai’ experience Out and About at Central Park 

Joan Walsh with Fifi pony  



There is always something happening  

at Eventide Homes 

‘Afternoon Tea with 

Family & Friends’ 

Ann Jenkins & family Marg & Allan  Sharper & daughter Dea 

Pam Morris & 

daughter Kerrie 
Eventide staff 

Giovanna & Monica 

Robert Cresswell & friend Jane Betty Smith &  family 

Dorothy Wright &  

daughter Gaye 



There is always something happening  

at Eventide Homes 

‘Intergenerational 
Program’ 

Nancy Goodson with St. Patrick  School students Beth Hodgetts with St. Patrick  School student 

Retired School teacher Ruth Howard enjoying the 

intergenerational program 

Elaine McCracken with Stawell 502  

Primary School student 

Marg Shaper  with St. Patrick  School student Margie Seeary & Ruth Howard enjoying a game of 

cards with St. Patrick School students. 



There is always something happening  

at Eventide Homes 

‘Oaks Day’ 

Edith Kerr & Rachel Coverdale Robert Cresswell & Carmel Phelan 

Oaks Day at Eventide Jennifer McIntosh & Catherine Potter 

Jean Britton & Carmel Hernon Phillip Bowater & Grace Rethus 



‘Christmas Time’ 

 BELL     CANDYCANE   CAROLS 

 CELEBRATE   CHEER     CHRISTMAS 

 DECORATIONS   EXCITING    FAMILY 

 FEAST     FESTIVE    GIFTS 

 GREETINGS   HOLIDAYS    HOLLY 

 JINGLE    LIGHTS    LOVE 

 MISTLETOE   ORNAMENT    RIBBONS 

 SANTA     STAR     STOCKING 

 TINSEL    TREE     WREATH 



‘Good Sports’ 
2020 Calendar 
Available for purchase at  

Eventide Home Reception  

$15.00 

‘Christmas Day Jokes’ 
  

 

 Where does Santa stay when he is on holiday? At a Ho-ho-ho-tel 

 What does Santa use to keep from getting sick? Santa-tizer  

 Why did the Grinch go to the liquor store? He was searching for some Christmas spirit 

How do you know Santa is good at karate?  He has a black belt 

What does Rudolph do when Santa drives too fast? Hold on for deer life 

“Eventide Homes Board of Governance,  

Executive & Staff would like  

to wish you a Merry Christmas 

and Best Wishes for the New Year!” 


